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COLONIAL LETTERS, &c. 



[LuDWELL Papers.] 



Robert Carter to Philip Ludwell. 

Rappa. July ye nth, 1705. 
Honered Sir: 

Last Thursday as I remember, I acknowledged your receit 
of yours & y° upon your proposall appointed to meet you & ye 
rest of ye Gentlemen at Major Burwells on ye 20th w'ch suppose 
before now you have, for I have since heard it went to Carter's 
Creek by Mr. Berkeley's Overseer on Sunday last. 

Two hours ago I received your's of Yesterday's date inviting 
me to a meeting on Tuesday next at Green Spring, for ye rea- 
sons you gave I would undergo ye tediousness of ye Jorney, 
but I have others so pressing (w'ch tis not proper here to give a 
detail of ) forces me to hurry this away to let you know, tis near 
an imposibility for me to comply with either time or place. 

Captn Moore lay at my house last Fryday night, he would 
indeed hear of no longer stay y" ye 20th yett am I well satisfied 
uponsev'll accotts if our Letters are ready by ye 25th we shall 
have time enough to gett you on board him, he has promised me 
all ye security imaginable & I believe we may confide in him (as 
for Quarry he says shall not go in him). I am still strongly of ye 
opinion for a meeting if tis to be ye time & place I've be- 
fore sett Harrison cant come there, I shall be glad to see 

you & not be I shall readily & give my name to 

what you do, I have herein set my thoughts of ye points most 
necessary to be insisted on, if we must not meet together nor 

write , let every one do his part single, tho know before 

hand y' will be but a lame way. I remember out of ye Apoca- 
lyps we are told y' Beelzebub near ye end of his Reign will 
arm himself with double furies For ye destruction of his enemies, 
& just such I take ye violences of our Devils to be. For I'me 
now near as well satisfied (whatever they are) y' my Lord Ork- 
ney is Governor of Virginia as y' you are master of Green 
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Spring, y' you may be so too, I herewith send you a copy of a 
written Letter of News bro't in by one Chartres a Scott who 

arrived here ye day before yesterday, & left of Aprill, 

he affirms he saw ye in print Navall officer & Collec- 
tor. I was not but had ye story from one I sent abo 

the Originall Letter I had sent me a shoar & could have kept it, 

but don't know how soon an Express may be sent it, 

The said Chartres further says he was Credibly informed that 
Commissary Blair was coming in ye men of Warr, so y' I think 
all concerned have reason to bear their present sufferings with 
patience, Seeing they are like to be but for a moment & lett ye 

feinds grate their teeth if they will, be but like a dog in a 

Chain. Notwithstanding all this I am mighty desirous of a 

meeting to give ye finishing Stroke to . I have sent this 

bearer on purpose to know your result courses accordingly 

Methinks it well matter when you gott ye Gentlemen to- 
gether in our house to persuade you to spend a day extraordinary 

a little further especially when we hand it in & our 

troubles of this nature are near at an end. I wish you all the 
blessings of this life, & those of a more peaceful season, being 
really S'r, 

Your most humble Servant, 

Robert Carter.* 



Stephen Fouace to Phil. Ludwell Jr. 
Hon'ble Sr: 

I received some Days ago yours of the loth of Apl. last 
w'th the inclosed bill of John Hartwell of 320 lb. (accepted p. 
Messrs. Perry), For w'ch I humbly thank you as also for all other 
kind Friendly Services. Cap' Jones being upon the ye business 
of matrimony here and having Some hope of commanding a 
Ship to The East Indies, hath now no thoughts of going to 
Virg* to Settle nor to Stock his Plantation w" Negroes. This is 
a baulk and predjudice to me to have for his Sake Kept so Long 

*This letter is from Robt. Carter of "Corotoman," generally known 
as King Carter. It refers to disputes with Governor Nicholson, whose 
administration ended with the arrival of Governor Nott, Aug. 15, 1705. 
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my things unsold. I beg of you S' to Sell as Soon as you can 
every thing that belongs to me. He hath written, he tells me, 
to Capt. Timson to take possession of his Plantation and the 
Cattle y' must be returned in kind. I humbly desire you there- 
fore to deliver y°' to him and also to pay him w' tobacco I have 
upon the Plantation and so much more either in tobacco boughs 
or bills of Exchange for ye Land too. As the market goes, the 
tobacco I am to pay him is 8432 lb. I do not know whither it 
is usual to pay Such tob. w'th cask or without cask. As there 
is no mention of cask I must do w' is usual. When I have the 
return of the effects and negroes that have been all this while 
kept up for him, I will Satisfy him for ye ballance due to him 
and the price of the place mentioned in the acct I Send you 
hear in enclosed y' you may demand of Chenmeson what he 
hath of it in his hands, though I am afraid sh'll do w'th as w'th 
other things. 

I heartily condole the great loss of your Brother and Sister in 
law. I Pray God to comfort the sorrowfull widow and children 
as also their worthy Father, Brother and Sister and other friends 
and to give us all grace duly to mind the Shortness and uncer- 
tainty of our own lives. The change of ministers already made 
and the further change w'ch is feared will render your business 
more difficult. My Lord Sunderland was much depended upon 
but he is turned out and my Lord Dartmouth in his place. C. 
Bl. is gone with his Lady to the Bath. I waited upon him some 
days Before he went; He told me and I believe him, that he will 
do w' ever Lies in his power to F. The animosities Betwixt 
whigs & Tories are rais'd to a vast Degree and beyond all imag- 
ination, and of Such pernicious consequences that it is thought 
ye French K. expecting great advantages from y"" hath broken 
off ye negotiations of Peace w'ch is much wanted and desired 
every where. I Pray God Soon to bring it about by his gracious 
Almighty Providence. Tis thought twill be very hard to raise 
a fund for the next year's Campaign. I waited upon Collo. Lud- 
well about a week ago, he gave me your letter to me and shew'd 
me yours to him. I think you don't do well to Stir up in him 
the Longing he hath to return into Virg'. He is now tolerably 
well makes Shift to read with very magnifying Spectacles, he is 
often troubled w'" his usual Distempers, he seldon Stirs abroad 
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w'ch I tell him is very injurious to his health. Doct' Bell is now 
gone to Live at South Hampton. Madame Mathews to cure 
her distempers, ye gout and Stones, Lives altogether upon milk 
and bread. Mr. Lane being almost past all hope of recovery is 
gone to the Bath. 

I present my humble to Mr. Blair and to both his & your own 
Ladies, and am w'" much respect Sincerily and thankfulness 
Hon"'' S' Your most humble Servant 

Steph. Fouace.* 
The 8th Aug., 1710. 



Nathaniel Blakiston to Philip Ludwell, Jr. 

London, 28th May, 1709. 
Dear Sr: 

I am to acknowledge ye favour of y'rs ye 10 of Jan'y. 
You will finde by mine ye 12 of Dec'r, and ye other ye 12 of 
March that I would by al means have you desist in your resolu- 
tions of trying your Fate concerning ye * of * * I have many 
prevaileing reasons why I think soe early an application to ye 
Great Ones may be attended with a traine of ill consequences, you 
not being here to judge by what reason ye Springs act, you must 
excuse me if I tell you ye ministry here under ye Rose have all 
of them whole troops of hungry dependants of theire own or 
theire Friends ready to fly at all game; and there is noe place 
soe inconsiderable that they will 'dot presently swallow ye Hooke 
if there be never soe little baite upon it. I have advised both 
w'th y' Father and Mr. Perry who intirely concur that it is not 
practicable to get any Grant of this till ye Gentleman in poses- 
sion is disposed to come for England, or that he were guilty of 
some Misfeasance in his office. 

You seem to lay some stress upon ye prevalency of ye Lords 
of Trade and that those Interests would be of great use. I doe 
not know any examples that they have ever cared to reccomend 
anything of this nature to ye Queen, but only what relates to ye 

* Rev. Stephen Fouace, one of the first trustees of William & Mary 
College, and afterwards of Sutton, Middlesex, England. 
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managem't of theire affaires, for they are wonderful subservient 
to ye ministry here, and think they doe very well if they can 
support theire own interests w'th asking any thing for others. 

I can now with a great deal of satisfaction telt you that Coll. 
Hunter is returned out of France, and is Exchanged and is a 
Freeman againe, and intends by ye first safe conveyance to steere 
his Course to his Goverm't. If we have peace as I think we 
cannot well faile of it, for ye Visible Hand of God has soe affec- 
ted that successful! Tyrant that his men will not fight, he had 
little mony and noe Bread and his Calamitys seeme to be very 
great. 

Mr. P. and my selfe have both addressed Coll: Hunter, and 
we have several times mentioned your pretentions to him, and to 
doe him Right I affirme to you he readily imbarked in it upon 
my first proposal! w"" all ye alacrity imaginable, and has assured 
me you can depend upon all ye good offices he is capable off, at 
present his sentiments is as he is a stranger to every Gentleman 
in Virginia he cannot say all he ought to doe in y' behalfe, and 
that when he is there his personal! knowledge of you will give 
him a Handle to write every thing you wish in your favour. I 
proposed to Coll: Hunter that it would much facilitate y' designe 
if ye Gentleman in possession would be brought to Terms to 
make a resignation of it to you ; he seemes to concur in it and 
will when he arrives write you, and if you judge it proper, he 
will move it to ye Gentleman. 

I intirely agree w'th you that it is consonant with justice and 
Equity that ye person that manages that office should always be 
a resident upon ye place, and it is my sentiments that a Gentle- 
man that is a Native there and has a good stake in ye Hedge 
will be more diligent and just in ye execution of that office for 
many reasons. If ye Lords of Trade might be of use to you I 
have some interest w'th most of them, indeed if a person were 
recomended to ye Queen for that office and she sent to ye Lords 
of Trade to know ye Character of any person in America, then 
I am well assured I could be able to serve you & her, besides y'' 
own merit would entitle you to ye justice of that Board. 

The just and good Character my Lord Sunderland has from 
all unprejudiced persons put me upon telling Coll. Hunter who 
has a good interest in that noble Lord, that if he would mention 
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you to him, and endeavor to get his Lordp' promises that he 
will use his endeavors to help of any Candidates and Espouse y' 
pretensions it might * * * till he came to Virginia, he has 
frequently promised to do it, when he has an opportunity * 
that Noble Lord. I did not offer this to Coll: Hunter till I had 
consulted both y' Father and Mr. Perry who both judged it ad- 
visable. I have ye favour to say of you that you will never give 
y' selfe a moments trouble to make any speeches to me to eni- 
barke in y' interest for I am without Reserve, 

Y' most Faith" Serv't, 

N. Blakiston. 

Our hoped for peace seems now to be all vanished. I was 
glad it was in my power to serve Mr. Burwell in his promotion. 
I must own Coll: Hunter's Promises gratifyed me upon my first 
application in his behalf. 

To- The Hon"'" Coll. PhiU Ludwell, Virginia. 
Answered May 28, 1709. 



Deposition of Benjamin Harrison in Regard to Indian 
Affairs, 1707. 

Benjamin Harrison, Esq., aged sixty-three years, or there- 
abouts, being sworn, saith: 

That to the best of his remembrance in the year one thou- 
sand six hundred and sixty three in the month of September, 
the Waynoak Indians sent in to the Governor and informed him 
that their king was killed by the Pohick Indians, whereupon a 
party of men were imediately sent out, who brought in the 
Queen and severall other Waynoak Indians; and in a few days 
after, another party of men were sent out of which this deponent 
was one, the Queen and her Indians went back with them, and 
they found the rest of the Waynoak Indians by the side of a 
great Swamp to the Westward of Nottoway River sheltered with 
a peace of a puncheon fort; about five or six miles from their 
Town; which was then called Wariecoke, standing near the 
banke along the South side of Nottoway River, to which place 
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the English and some Indians went to gather come for theire 
Journey in, and then they went back to the beforementioned 
swamp, and brought all the Waynoak Indians (they could find) 
in amongst the English ; where to the best of this deponents re- 
membrance they stayed about two yeares; and then, the English 
bemg uneasy at the Indians hunting upon their lands, the In- 
dians went out again, as this Deponent was informed (and verily 
believes) to the Southward of Meheren River but to what par- 
ticular place he does not know, they continued out (as well as 
this Deponent remembers) about two yeares; and then the Tus- 
carora Indians and they having some difference, the Waynoaks 
came in to Meheren River where (as they said) the Tuscarora' 
fell upon them ; and then they sent again to the Governor, who 
sent another party of men out to them, of which this Deponent 
was one; they found the Indians in an old field called Unotee 
very near the banke of Mehern River on the North side of it, 
sheltered with an half moon made with puncheons, and they 
brought them in a second time amongst the English. In these 
E.xpeditions the Deponent Crossed Nottoway River four times, 
one night they Quartered very near it; and in all the Discourse 
that this Deponent had or heard about it, it was always called 
Nottoway River (and by no other name) both by the English 
and Indians, and whilst the Indians stayed amongst the English 
they had some Cabbins in the Deponents orchard, where he had 
severall Discourses with them, and he does verily believe that if 
ever Nottoway River had been called by any other name he 
should have heard something of it from them, but he never did. 
The second time the Waynoak Indians came in they stayed 
amongst the English about a yeare or more and then they set- 
tled upon the South side of the Black Water Swamp, at a place 
now called the old town, where they stayed about seven or eight 
years, and then they removed about four miles down the Swamp 
on the same side, which was their last Settlement, very near the 
place where this Deponent now hath a Plantation; upon which 
Charles Merrit was overseer, who went thither about the year 
1691 or 1692, and continued there about five years and then he 
removed to some land belonging to the CoUedge, where as this 
Deponent was informed, he stole severall of his hoggs, and upon 
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this being known, the sense of his guilt (as the Deponent verily 
believes) made the said Charles Merrit runaway into North 
Carolina, and since that time this Deponent hath been severall 
times told by the Nottaway and Meheren Indians that the said 
Merrit has desired them to speake to him (this Deponent) that 
he may have leave to come back again into Virginia, which he 
was desirous to do if he might be out of fear of being prosecuted 
for the said hoggstealing. This Deponent further saith that he 
hath been concerned in the Indian trade both with the English 
and Indians for about five and thirty years passt or more; and 
hath many times had Discourse about Meherrln River, Nottoway 
River, and Blackwater, and he never heard them called by any 
other name than what they go by at this day. He believes he 
may have severall times have heard the name Waynoak River 
or Creek but never knew where it was, till of late the Inhabitants 
of North Carolina making encroachments upon the Queens land 
(as this Deponent apprehended). He made inquiry about it of 
the Nottaway, Meheren, and Nansemond (or Pochiack) Indians 
and they all said that after they left Mapacre they Waynoaks 
went to the Southward of Meheren River and setled in a fork 
between the two great swamps which are the head Branches of a 
small River that empties itself into Chowan, and that (they say) 
is Waynoak River, and that they neither knew or ever heard of 
any other Waynoak River but that. 

And this Deponent further saith, that about five and twenty 
years ago, the Tuscaroro Indians fell upon the Waynoaks, at 
their last settlement upon Blackwater Swamp; and the Nottoway 
Indians were said to join with the Tuscaroras: Whereupon the 
Queen of the Waynoaks complained to the Deponent of the 
wrong the Nottoways did them, for that the Waynoaks had paid 
them a yearly acknowledgement for their liberty of living at 
Warueake (upon Nottoway River) as long as they lived there, 
and afterwards they paid them for the liberty of living upon the 
Blackwater, and of late, this Deponent enquiring (about it) of 
the Nottoways, they confirmed the truth of the Waynoaks hav- 
ing paid them an acknowledgement, till the Articles of Peace 
were made with the English; and then they looked upon them- 
selves to have no further right to any land than those articles do 
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give them, so they did not receive the Acknowledgement any 
longer. And further this Deponent saith not. 

Benja: Harrison. 
Novem" 15, 1707. 
Sworn to before us, 

N. Harrison, Jun', 
Ffran: Mallory. 



Probably from Governor Jeffreys to Sir Joseph Wil- 
liamson, Secretary of State. 

ViRG*, June 8th, 1678. 
R' Hona"'". 

I have Presented noe opportunity to Express my most hum- 
ble Respects to your Hono' : noe to thank you for y' favourable 
letter greted wherein both y' justice to all alsoe care of his Ma''" 
service doth sufficiently appear, and I find myself soe much con- 
cerned as that without ingratitude I cannot oniitt to render your 
Hono' my most humble thanks for yo' fiavo' the continuation 
whereof I doe most humbly begg till I shall be convinced of a 
fault that may justly forfeit it which shall ever be if all my en- 
deavo' with the best of my judgm' can keep me in the R' way. 

We have been lately in some apprehension of a mutiny 
amongst some of the Souldiers and that they intended to seize 
ye Magazeenes and to joyne with ye old party to disturb our 
Peace, ye Lieut: Governor being at that time ill and ye Court 
sitting, he imployed some of his officers to Examine the matter, 
but it seems they could not find any clear evidence of the Plott, 
soe it rest. Their want of pay doth discontent them, having 
had none since the first of May last, near a Twelve month and 
ye provisions being all spent & gone & it seems noe money left 
to buy more, they must either have starved or taken victuals 
where it was to be had, which the Inhabitants would not have 
suffered without mischief, and ye necessity was soe pressing that 
there was noe time to call an Assembly, or if there had. Could it 
have been done at a verry great charge and therefore to Prevent 
that Eminent danger, 8. of ye council which all that were 

Present were forced to make an order for Quartering them on 
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the Inhabitants at s. 8 ^ week a man, which charge, which if it 
be not allowed by the King nor the next Assembly Wee must 
pay it ourselves, that necessity had not fallen so soon upon us if 
great Quantities of Cheese and Brandy had not been sould to 
the Planters w'" thought it possible they who sould it had a R' 
to it. Yett in such a Country as this it ought to have been kept 
for his Ma"" service and that Acco' charged with it, or a deduc- 
tion to have been made out of the Souldiers pay. but I hope 
my Lord Culpeper will shortly arrive with such rules as may be 
for our future Quiet or I am afraid wee shall not long continue 
soe. Wee had at ye last Court a great contest between the 
Queen of Pamunkey and a nation which lives neer her whom 
she takes amongst others to be subjected to her by the last arti- 
cles of Peace, and upon whom she had imposed a great tax to be 
paid every Spring and Fall besides great servility in hunting & 
weeding of Corn which they refuse to perform and made it out 
that they had never paid it since the death of Appecancano, 
which is about 33 years since, and that they intended no such 
subjection by those articles. There are several other towns upon 
the same terms with her and there being likewise another article 
which directs them to dispute all their differences before the 
Gover' and not amongst themselves, they accordingly Expect a 
Discision of this Difference from us and soe they will all others, 
which will forever keep our Peace in hazard of being broken, 
for in this case if we had given judgment in favour of the Queen 
those Indians she charged would certainly have run to arms and 
Joyned w'" those who expect only ye Issue of this Dispute, if 
we had given Judgement against her she would have looked on 
it as a breach of the Articles and our danger would have been 
as great that way, not that we can feare theire strength, but in 
the present condition of the country, such a war would certainly 
hazard a new Rebellion, to avoyd ye charge of it, we used our 
best endeavors to bring them to a temper, but it is in their nature 
not to receed from their demands, and that made our paines in- 
effectual, for all wee could bring them to say that they would lay 
aside their pretensions till ye next Assembly which gaines soe 
much time, & if then it must come to a breach, they can better 
provide for it than the Council alone. I could heartily wish 
those two Articles concerning that subjection & ye making us 
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judges of their differences, had been left out, for I never thought 
it the interest of this Colony to hinder them from cutting each 
others throats soe we had no hand in it & its plain that upon the 
conquest of Appechancheno and the setting all the nations tribu- 
tary to that house at Liberty, they have weakened themselves 
more by their Intestine Broyls than ever we could doe by all the 
Warrs wee have had with them. 

May it please y' Hono' I understand from my friends, that my 
enemies are at work again, and that they charge me w* 5 arti- 
cles of all which I am innocent. 

I have sent what I can say for myself to Coll. Morryson being 
unwilling to trouble y' Hono' w" them, & he hath promised me 
that if any such thing appears in publique to give in my Answer. 
S', I doe protest before God, I know noe fault I have willingly 
Comitted. I know I am guilty of many weaknesses, but that 
injustice or mercy will never be layd to my charge, since they 
will appear such I cannott helpe, but it will never appeare I vol- 
untarily oppressed any man or did injustice, and soe long I 
humbly hope I shall remain in the Kings favo and shall not want 
yo' protection for whom I will always pray as becomes, 

Right Hono'" yo' Hono" most humble 



To S' Joseph Williamson. 



and faithful servt: 



London, Jan. 6, iji- 



Dear Brother: 

A few days ago I received yours of Oct. 30, with the en- 
closed mem*. It consists so much of Generalls without any 
particular Instances that I fear little use can be made of it. We 
wished out of that and other late advices from Virginia to draw 
an abstract of his late conduct which will at least serve to dis- 
credit a report which is industriously spread abroad that he has 
by his late mild and good temper and conduct made all people 
easy. I hope by this time you have received what was sent by 
Mr. Wallace. Since that there is little new only that it is in 
every body' mouth that the Government of Virg* was to be 
given to my Lord Orkney. My Lord has been entertained with 
renewed promises, but the thing is not yet declared. Some say 
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the delay has been occasioned by some * * * in parliament 
relating to Scotland about the succession which are not yet quite 
over, but are like to end in an offer of an Union to that King- 
dom, others think they are willing to have Gov. Nicholson' 
answer to all the papers and affidavits which were sent him from 
home via. N. York about the beginning of July. It would be of 
great use if we could certainly learn that they are come to his 
hand, and that he shifts or delays the answer. As for my own 
opinion if I were to venture a wager it should be if my Lord 
Orkney will be declared Governor so soon as that * * * 
business is over in parliament: and there is not the least proba- 
bility * * * that will go well over in less than a month. If 
my Lord * * • * official it by himself being a Lt. Generall 
in the army * * * very necessary man there. There have 
been many who have put in to be Lt. Governour under him. It 
is most likely that Major Nott, deputy Governour of Berwick 
who married Blackstons sister will be the man. And if he 
is, I hope we shall be very happy, for he has as good a character 
in all respects as we can wish. It is most likely that the Vir- 
ginia fleet will sail late as not designing back till next spring. 
For further particulars I will referr you to Mr. Jacquilin by whom 
this comes. My service to my sister and blessing to the girls. 
I hear yo' father has bought for you the plantation from Mr. 
Collier. You have a good bargain of it, of which I wish you 
joy. * * * hopes of my Lord Orkney should fail you will 
do well to purssist the advice sent by Mr. Wallace which was to 
seud home as many affidavits concerning the mal-administrations 
as you can, tho I hope the business will be done without them. 
My wife and all friends here are well except Mr. Nathaniel Bur- 
well who was taken last Monday night with a great cold. This 
is what offers at present from 

Sir Y' Most affectionate Brother & humble servant 

James Blair. 



